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sons in dry-land farming, the development of small irriga-
tion works and building of reservoirs, the enlargement of
farms and restoration of ranching in some areas, resettlement
and rehabilitation under the FSA, and other measures worked
out jointly by federal and state agencies. From more than six
million acres under severe erosion in 1935-1936 the area de-
clined to less than a million, mainly on the fringes, by 1939.
Increased rainfall also helped, but its maximum benefit would
have been lost without such foresight.
What were the lessons afforded by the New Deal's sally
into regionalism? In the first place, it was clear that coopera-
tive effort—essentially the self-education of the people under
the guidance of experts federal and local—could accomplish
wonders impossible either to the people or the government
alone. In the second place, workable segments of the Union,
each with its peculiar conditions and cohesion of interests,
seemed able to plan in a way which weakened neither the
national economy nor loyalty (as considerations of sectional-
ism were apt to do), but rather strengthened them, "Unity
through diversity" was the ideal, the ultimate application of
the principle of interstate commerce to embrace not only
mercantile traffic but social and cultural intercourse as well.
As for the administrative side of regionalism, admittedly
there were potential risks. "Federalists" of some newer deal,
fanatic do-gooders, conceivably might weaken local initia-
tive, diversity and administrative democracy, laying upon
citizens' shoulders the heavy hand of bureaucratic paternalism
and technological determinism. In the ardor of conserving
land, water, timber and minerals and the exhilaration of
huge engineering schemes the individual might be forgotten
as the real beneficiary. Fortunately, in policy makers like
David Lilienthal and Harcourt Morgan, the TVA early
found leaders who understood the danger. "In the last analy-
sis," as Lilienthal himself observed, "in democratic planning
it is human beings we are concerned with/*
Furthermore,  the TVA's insistence upon independence

